
5.08.010 – Definitions

All words and phrases used in this chapter and not otherwise defined herein, which are defined in the Liquor
Control Act of 1934, approved January 31, 1934, as amended (235 ILCS 5/1-1 et seq.) (“Liquor Control Act”),
shall have the meanings accorded to such words and phrases in said Act.  Unless the context otherwise requires,
the following terms as used in this chapter shall be construed according to the following definitions:

1. "Alcohol" means the product of distillation of any fermented liquid, whether rectified or diluted, whatever
may be the origin thereof, and includes synthetic ethyl alcohol.  It does not include denatured alcohol or
wood alcohol.

2. “Alcoholic liquor” includes alcohol, spirits, wine and beer, and every liquid or solid, patented or not,
containing alcohol, spirits, wine or beer, and capable of being consumed as a beverage by a human being. 
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any liquid or solid containing one- half of one percent, or
less, of alcohol by volume.

3. "Beer" means a beverage obtained by the alcoholic fermentation of an infusion or concoction of barley, or
other grain, malt, and hops in water, and includes, among other things, beer, ale, stout, lager beer, porter
and the like.

4. "Club" means a corporation organized under the laws of this state, not for pecuniary profit, solely for the
promotion of some common object other than the sales or consumption of alcoholic liquors, which conforms
to the definition of a club in the Liquor Control Act, as amended.

5. “Growlers and Crowlers” means a glass, ceramic, or steel container used to sell, seal, and transport
alcoholic liquor that is brewed, distilled, fermented, or mixed on site.

6. “Halfway House” means premises located on a golf course in proximity of the ninth hole of an eighteen-hole
golf course, where alcoholic liquor sales are incidental to the sale of food and snacks. All alcoholic liquors
shall be served in other than glass containers.

7. “Holding Bar” means an area within a restaurant where patrons awaiting food service may consume
alcoholic liquors served by a bartender. The holding bar area shall be separated from the dining area by
means of a partition wall. Food service tables are permitted in the holding bar area.  A counter shall
separate the bartender and patrons.

8. "Hotel" or "Motel" means every building or other structure kept, used, maintained, advertised and held out
to the public to be a place where food is actually served and consumed and sleeping accommodations are
offered for adequate pay to travelers and such guests and having one or more public dining rooms, where
meals are served to such guests, such sleeping accommodations and dining rooms being conducted in the
same building or buildings, in connection therewith and such building or buildings, structures being provided
with adequate and sanitary kitchen and dining room equipment and capacity.

9. “Intoxication” or “intoxicated” means that as a result of drinking alcoholic liquor there is an impairment of a
person’s mental or physical faculties so as to diminish the ability to think and act with ordinary care.

10. “Live Entertainment” means the playing of live music by a person or persons using string, brass, reed,
woodwind, percussion, electronic or digital instruments not to exceed a volume as provided for in the zoning
code of St. Charles, and performances by individuals and/or groups which may involve acting, singing,
dancing, comedy and/or the recital of poetry.

11. “Private function” means a prearranged private party, function, or event for a specific social or business
occasion, either by invitation or reservation and not open to the general public, where the guests in
attendance are served in a room or rooms designated and used exclusively for the private party, function, or
event.

12. "Resort Hotel" or “Resort Motel" means a hotel or motel, as described in Paragraph G above, which
provides golfing and swimming.

13. “Restaurant” means any public place kept, used, maintained, advertised and held out to the public as a
place where meals are served, and where meals actually are served and regularly served, without sleeping
accommodations, such space being provided with adequate and sanitary kitchen and dining room
equipment and capacity and having employed therein a sufficient number and kind of employees to
prepare, cook and serve suitable food for its guests. The intent of this definition is that the primary business
conducted on premises to be licensed as a restaurant shall be the service of meals. No restaurant licensed
as such shall sell alcoholic liquor unless its full kitchen, kitchen     staff and serving staff are in operation
providing the restaurant’s full menu to its guests. Alcoholic liquor may be served from a service bar or in a
holding bar. (Ord. 2012-M-30 § 1.)

14. “Restaurant and Tavern” means any public place kept, used, maintained, advertised and held out to the
public as a place where meals are served, and where meals actually are served and regularly served,
without sleeping accommodations, such space being provided with adequate and sanitary kitchen and
dining room equipment and capacity and having employed therein a sufficient number and kind of
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employees to prepare, cook and serve suitable food for its guests. The intent of this definition is that the
primary business conducted on premises to be licensed as a restaurant and tavern shall be the service of
meals. Provided, all tables at which food is served shall only be served alcoholic liquor by waitpersons from
a service bar. Alcoholic liquor may be served from a holding bar, provided, a full menu, including entrees
and appropriate side dishes, shall be available at all times liquor sales are being conducted until eleven
o’clock (11) p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and eleven o’clock (11) p.m. Friday and Saturday. After such
times, in the event a full menu is not provided, a reduced menu, which includes only appetizers,
sandwiches, snacks, hors d’oeuvres or other similar foods, shall be available, however provided in no event
shall the kitchen cease operating sooner than one hour before closing. “Sale” means any transfer,
exchange or barter in any manner, or by any means whatsoever, and includes and means all sales made by
any person, whether principal, proprietor, agent, servant or employee.

15. “Sell at retail” and “Sale at retail” refer to and mean sales for use or consumption and not for resale in any
form.

16. “Service bar” means a permanent or portable bar from which waitpersons pick up alcoholic beverages for
delivery to food service tables or other locations away from the bar. A service bar shall not have seats or
stools or other places for patrons to sit or stand while drinking alcoholic beverages. Patrons shall not be
served from a service bar.

17. “Spirits” means any beverage which contains alcohol obtained by distillation, mixed with water or other
substance in solution, and includes brandy, rum, whiskey, gin, or other spirituous liquors, and such liquors
when rectified, blended or otherwise mixed with alcohol or other substances.

18. “Tavern,” “Bar” or “Saloon” means any place that engages in the retail sale of alcoholic liquor for
consumption on the premises. No tavern, bar or saloon shall sell alcoholic liquor unless food/menu items
are offered to its guests. In the event a full menu is not provided a reduced menu, which includes
appetizers, sandwiches, snacks, hors d’oeuvres or other similar foods, shall be available. (Ord. 2015-M-14
§ 1; Ord. 2012-M-30 § 2.)

19. “To sell” includes to keep or expose for sale and to keep with intent to sell.
20. “Wine” means any alcoholic beverage obtained by the fermentation of the natural contents of fruits, or

vegetables, containing sugar, including such beverages when fortified by the addition of alcohol or spirits.”
21. “Specialty Drink” means any unique or original drink that originates from the licensed establishment and is

exclusive to that business.

(2020-M-40 : § 1; 2017-M-18 : § 1; 2015-M-14 : § 1; 2014-M-24 ; 2010-M-29 : § 1; 2004-M-12 : § 1; 1996-M-53 : §
13; 1977-M-28 : § 1; 1976-M-5 : (part); Prior code : § 24.001)
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https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-2020-m-40
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-2017-m-18
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-2015-m-14
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-2014-m-24
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-2010-m-29
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-2004-m-12
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-1996-m-53-1
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-1977-m-28
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-1976-m-5
https://codebook.stcharlesil.gov/ordinances/ordinance-no-prior-code
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